THEMAJESTY & MYSTERY OF THE MEGILLAH #2

1. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Megillah ve-Hanukkah 3:1

The mitzvah is to read the entire megillah. And to read it
both at night and during the day. Any time at night is fit-
ting for the reading, and any time during the day is fitting.
Before one reads one recites three berakhot: “al mikra me-
gillah,” “she-asah nissim,” and “she-heheyanu.” During the
day one does not repeat she-heheyanu.

2. Maggid Mishneh, ibid.

Our rabbi writes that since one said she-heheyanu at night
one does not repeat it during the day. This is similar to the
laws of sukkah: since one made the berakhah at night one
does not do so during the day. But many commentators
write that the main mitzvah is the day and even though
one said she-heheyanu at night, one repeats it. Indeed, this
is our custom.

3. Tosafot, Megillah 4a, s.v., hayyav

“One is obligated to read the megillah at night and repeat
it during the day” R. Yitzhak says that even though one
says she-heheyanu at night one repeats it during the day
because pirsumei nisa is fulfilled with the day-time read-
ing. ... And the reason the day is key is because the verse
[used to prove the need for both readings, Ps. 22:3] men-
tions day first. Also, the seudah is fulfilled during the day
as it is stated (Megillah 7b) that if one eats during the night,
they have not fulfilled their obligation. Furthermore, Es-
ther mentions that “it was remembered and done” - thus
equating the remembrance with action. Just as one per-
forms the mitzvot during the day, so, too, does one remem-
ber during the day.
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4. b. Megillah 5a

Rav said: one may read the megillah in its proper time
even privately. But when not read at its proper time it must
be read with a minyan. R. Asi said: regardless, it must be
read with a minyan.

5. Rashi, ibid., s.v. rav asi

It is a mitzvah to repeat it once there are ten due to pir-
sumei nisa. But, if one cannot find ten, R. Asi is not saying
don’t read because there is not prohibition in reading pri-
vately, rather the mitzvah is to read with a minyan.

6. Arukh Ha-Shulhan, O.H. 690:25

And it is only when there are less than ten that it is permit-
ted to read privately and make the berakhot both before
and after. This is, indeed, the custom. And any communal
reading that can be larger - the larger the beautification of
the mitzvah, “for the glory of the King is in the multitude
of people” (Prov. 4:28). But if one is in shul and cannot
hear well because of all the banging at the name of Haman
and the like, it is better to take ten and read in a house.

7. Orhot Hayyim, I: Laws of Megillah and Purim

The Raavad writes that, ultimately, we require ten for the
communal reading with ten. But, if there is an individual
or smaller group that does not read with the group, it is
permitted to read privately because there was still pirsumei
nisa through the public reading.
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